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When | first came to Japan, | noticed many differences between restaurants in Japan and Austria. What are
restaurants in Austria like? Firstly, when entering a restaurant, there usually is no table guidance, the customers
sit down at the table they like. There is no rolled hand towel or water served for free. The customers are certainly
asked by the waiter "How was the meal?" after they have finished eating. The bill is paid at the table, and a tip is
necessary, too. It is said it is a bad manner not paying a tip. The tip should be about 10 percent of the bill, and
not only at restaurants, for example in taxis it is usual to pay a tip, too. At restaurants there are no artificial food
samples so, when | first saw them in Japan | was very surprised and thought it was interesting indeed. In Austria
the most popular pet is the dog; there even exists a German proverb, saying: "A dog is a man's best friend".
Therefore, apart from taking dogs for a walk, they are also taken along to restaurants and other places. At
restaurants dogs sleep calmly under the table and get water bowls supplied by the waiter. During summer, in
front of many restaurants there is the possibility to eat outside. For children and the elderly many restaurants
provide special menus, and in recent years, as the number of g ] il = T
vegetarians has increased, there is also a wider choice of
vegetarian menus. Apart from restaurants, there are a lot of
traditional coffee houses. When |, by the way, first went to a coffee
house in Japan, | was rather surprised about the iced coffee,
because a coffee with plenty of ice was served. In Austria, an iced
coffee is a drink consisting of coffee, vanilla ice cream and fresh
cream. Concerning fast food, Turkish booths as well as booths |
selling pizza slices are popular. Austria's original fast food is
sausages. There are many booths selling various kinds of
sausages. Hot wine, roast potatoes and chestnuts selling booths
are opened at many places in winter.
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