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When talking of Austria, there is a firm image of music. Many musicians were promoted through
the support of the Habsburg Dynasty. Mozart, Schubert, Haydn and Strauss are famous
composers of classical music. Mozart was born in 1756 and started to compose at the age of
five. Due to illness, he passed away at the age of 35, but left more than 700 compositions. His
masterpieces, like "A little Night Music" or the opera "The Marriage of Figaro" are loved by people
all over the world. Schubert and Haydn were members of the Vienna Boys' Choir. The Vienna
Boys' Choir has a long history, dating back to 1498. As a music group, the Vienna Boys' Choir
was officially founded in 1924. These days, about 300 concerts are held each year. They are
especially popular in Japan and the USA. The boys are between the age of ten and fourteen, live
at a boarding school and perform concerts all over the world. The composer Strauss is famous
for his waltz "The Blue Danube". The waltz is a dance originating in Austria. At present, every
year on New Year's Eve, people welcome the New Year by dancing a waltz. Waltz music is played
on TV and on the radio after 12 o'clock on New Year's Eve. Many musicians flourished in Austria.
Apart from music there are various other interesting aspects in Austria, too. If you have a
chance, experience the traditional buildings' atmosphere, the cuisine culture and much more in
Austria.

It has been two years, since | started working
in lwakura. With being apart from Austria and
living in Japan | could broaden my view of
things. | enjoyed working at schools, the
community center and city hall, and | am very
thankful that | had the opportunity to have this
kind of experience. Everyone was kind to me
and | could make many friends, so | am sad to
part from Iwakura. | will never forget the good
times | had in Iwakura and keep these
memories with me forever. From the bottom of
my heart, | would like to express my
appreciation to everyone. Thank you very much!
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