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Austria has a free and public school system. Primary education lasts for four years. Secondary education lasts for 8
years, four years of lower secondary school and four years of upper secondary school.On the first day of elementary
school, there is a special custom for the first graders. Children get the Schultuete from their parents. This is a long
pointed colorful scone with a length of about 50 cm, made of cardboard and filled with sweets, school supplies or small
presents. It is meant as a symbol to sweeten the hard days of school life. The Schultuete is an old German custom,
which dates back about 200 years ago and later became popular in Austria, too. The school year starts in the first week
of September. Vacation is divided into summer- (9 weeks), Christmas- (2 weeks), winter- (1 week in February) and Easter

- (1 week in April) vacation. School is from Monday to Saturday, starts at 8 in the morning
and finishes at 1 or at 2 pm and on Saturday on 12 pm. Children then go home for lunch.
About twice a week (depending on the school) they have to come back again in the
afternoon for lessons in art, music and sports. Each lesson lasts 50 minutes and then
there is a short break of 5 or 10 minutes. At 10 am there is a break of 15 minutes, where
children go out in the schoolyard and eat a snack, which they have to bring along from
their home. This consists mainly of a sandwich and some fruit. In Austria children don't
wear any school uniform. Children don't have to clean the school; this is done by a
cleaning service. During secondary education there are school trips once a year. The
whole class goes either skiing in winter or has a sports week in spring, where they are
taught for example sailing or playing tennis. Furthermore, there are many differences
between schools in Japan and Austria, for example, in Austria there is no chorus
competition, sports day, school lunch, and there are no club activities either.
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