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This time, | would firstly like to write a brief outline about Austria, introducel the legend of the country's flag and finally
write about how I happened to get this job in lwakura City Hall.O Austria is a small country located in the center of
Europe with a populationd of 8 million. Since 1995 Austria is a member of the European Union. The capital is Vienna,
located in the country's East. Austria is surrounded by 8 different countries: Germany, Czech Rep., Slovakia, Hungary,
Slovenia, Italy, Switzerland and Liechtenstein. The language spoken in Austria is German. Austria's national flag has 3
horizontal stripes. Red on top, white in the middle and then red again.OJ There exists a legend of the origin of Austria's
flag: In ancient times, Duke Leopold V had gone to war wearing white clothes but when he returned back home, his
clothes were soaked red by blood, except for the part under his belt. This had kept white. As a symbol of braveness, the
flag was created according to these colours: red, white, red.

In Austria there are not many people studying the Japanese language but Japanese influence and connections can be
found in various parts. For example, of course there are many Japanese companies in Austria, and it is very popular
indeed eating sushi!

However, | got interested in Japanese culture and was fascinated by kanji being so different from roman letters. The first
time | went to Japan was in September 2001. Together with a friend | went to Tokyo for a holiday and | was deeply
impressed and moved by the atmosphere, so completely different to Austria. Then, last year | was asked by a Japanese
friend, if | were interested in working in Iwakura. Hearing more details about the job, | really wanted to work in lwakura. |
passed the interview, and it was decided that | could start working this April.

From now on, | would like to introduce Iwakura's citizens to my country's culture and customs. And, next time | will be
writing about Austrian traditional meals.
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