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This time, | would like to introduce Austria's Christmas season, starting 4 weeks before Christmas Eve. Many people have a
"Christmas wreath" in their homes. This is a ring of evergreen cuttings with 4 candles. On the first Sunday evening of Christmas
season we light the first candle, then the second one on the following Sunday and this goes on until all 4 candles are lit on Christmas
Eve.

Christmas Calendars, which have 24 doors, are very popular with children. The first door is to be opened on December 1st and the
24th door on Christmas Eve. Each compartment displays a picture of the Christmas story. Lately many calendars include a piece of
chocolate behind each compartment, aimed at children. Another important event is Nicholas, which is the common name for the
historical Saint Nicholas, who had a reputation of secret gift giving. The name 'Santa Claus' is a degeneration of the Dutch word
Sinterklaas. His feast day is on December 6th , probably the date of his death. Recently, Nicholas Day is a festivity for children.
Children put a boot outside their front door on the night of Dec. 5th to Dec. 6th. At night Nicholas comes to fill the boots with special
sweets and it is said that he checks up on the children to see if they have been good. If they have not, they would get onions and
potatoes instead of sweets. A disguised Nicholas also often visits the children at school. He is accompanied by Krampus, who
represents the devil, and frightens the bad children. During Christmas season, there are a lot of beautifully decorated markets. All
kinds of crafts, decorations and special cookies are sold there. On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24th, people decorate a big Christmas tree,
have a special dinner, (fried carp with potato salad, or roasted goose with red cabbage and potato dumplings) sing Christmas songs
and exchange presents. The worldwide popular song "Silent Night" was composed in Austria in 1818.

If you have a chance, visit Austria during December and experience the special Christmas atmosphere.
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