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Bangkok (Krung Thep)
Did you know that Bangkok's full name is certified as the longest place name in the world in the Guinness book of recordsd O In
Thai language, the capital city is known as Krung Thep, which roughly translates to * City of Angels’ and the full name of
Bangkok is pronounced something like this;

[7 Krung Thep Mahanaktion Amon Ratianakosin Mahinthara Ayuthaya Mahadilok Phop Noppharat Ratchathani Burirom

Udomratchaniwet Mahasathan Amon Piman Awatan Sathit Sakkathattiya Witsanukam PrasilJ7

In 1767 the Thai capital of Ayutthaya fell to the Burmese. About 45 miles north of modern Bangkok, it had been the capital of
Thailand for 417 years. King Taksin moved the Thai capital down the Chao Phraya River to Thonburi, opposite to Bangkok. In 1782,
King Rama I, the founder of the current Chakri Dynasty moved the capital from Thonburi to Bangkok, believing it was an easier
location to defend.
Bangkok is split in two parts by the Chao Phraya River (the 'River of Kings', as it is
sometimes translated). Almost all the tourists who.come to Bangkok stay on the east side
of the river, where the heart of the city is located. The eastern side is where most of
Bangkok's historic and impressive sights are. The Old City area, called Ko Rattanakosin,
has the best including the Grand Palace and Wat Phra Kaew, Wat Pho, and the National
Museum. A little to the south is the densely populated, noisy and busy Chinatown, which
contains the main train station (Hualamphong), and has consistently bad traffic jams, even
by Bangkok's standards. Little India is adjacent to Chinatown, this is perhaps the best
place in the city for tailors, clothes are cheap and the range is huge. The very large
previous capital of Thonburi district encompasses all of the areas west of the Chao Phraya
River. Bangkok has become a very modern city in every sense of the word, however you
will still be able to find many of the fascinating ways of the original settlers.
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