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Chinese New Year in Thailand
The Chinese New Year is on the first day of the first month based on the Chinese style lunar calendar. The specific date of Chinese
New Year is usually in February. However, this year, it falls on January 22. For the Chinese this is a time for family reunions, feasts
and exchange of gifts. Chinese owned businesses are closed for 3 to 4 days. Chinese Buddhists offer prayers for good fortune at their
temples. Although | am of very little Chinese ancestry and have not directly experienced the celebration, | cannot avoid it as there are
many Chinese-Thais living in Thailand.During the last 2 days of the year, Chinese people go to the market to buy food and other
offerings as all the shops will be closed until after the New Year. On the last day of the year, Chinese pray and prepare offerings to
the gods and to their ancestors. There are 3 different kinds of prayers that must be performed, |nclud|ng prayers for the Gods of the
Land in the morning, prayers for the ancestors at noon and prayers for the [
wandering souls with no relatives in the afternoon. After each prayer, the Chinese
burn golden papers, believing that the paper will become money in the after life.
More prayers are done on New Year's Day for the gods of luck and good fortune.

This prayer is usually held in the early morning and some families perform another
prayer for their ancestors. This day is the most festive day as people go to their |
relatives' houses to give and receive blessings. They exchange oranges and give
away “ Ang Pao” (money in red envelope) to younger children. Chinese believe
that doing this will bring them good luck in the New Year.

During the celebrations, there are also lion dance performances, which are believed §
to ward off demons. People also refrain from fighting or being mean to each other &.=%-
because it would bring them bad luck throughout the year. And of course, the
biggest events are always held in Chinatown in Bangkok.
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